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When last we were together in the story we looked at the Heart and Hope of Hannah and the birth of her son Samuel.

Samuel was a prophet and he was the last of the judges to serve in Israel.

Now for those of you who have been here you might remember that during the period in Israel’s history between the time when Joshua brought them into the Promised Land up until this point the nation of Israel did not have one central leader. There was no king.

That is, no human king. It was God’s intent that He Himself would be there King. They would not need an earthly ruler if they, as a people, would serve God as King. 

In times of war or crises God would raise up Judges who would lead and defend the nation. But as we saw several weeks ago, the nation of Israel would follow the cycle of sin, over and over again.

For nearly 350 years the people of Israel would fall away, serve other gods, and reject the God of their fathers. God would send in a foreign nation to bring war against Israel until they would finally repent and cry out to God. 

God would then raise up a Judge who would lead the people and restore peace in the land; only to have the cycle start all over again.

Now in 1 Samuel 8:1-5 we read:
“When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”

The people have had enough.  They now want to be like the other nations. They want a king to lead them. They want a king to protect them. 

But what they don’t realize is that they were going to get a king they would have to serve.

When the leaders came to Samuel and requested a king he prays.

And in 1 Samuel 8:7 God tells Samuel “…Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.” 

At first Samuel takes the request for a king personal. But there request for a king went much deeper. The people were rejecting God as their king.

God wants to be their King! If they would only obey Him and follow His commands God would lead them, protect them, and provide for them. 

This is God’s upper story. He wants His people to be in relationship with Him and he doesn’t want anyone in between Him and them.

So God gives the people what they want, a king, a king who ends up being like the kings of the other nations. 

In 1 Samuel 9:1-2 we are told that:
“There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2 He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites--a head taller than any of the others.” 

Saul was the people’s choice. He was handsome. He was tall. He looked like a leader. From all appearances Saul was the perfect choice.

But we know that over time he grew to be impulsive, arrogant, prideful, and disobedient. 

By the time we get to 1 Samuel chapter 13, we find Saul headed out to do battle with the dreaded Philistines, again.

When things began to go badly for Saul and his troops he began to get impatient. They were waiting on Samuel to arrive and offer a sacrifice before going into battle. 

Only a priest could offer a sacrifice. But Saul couldn’t wait any longer. So he called for the offerings and he offered them up in the altar himself. 

It was an act of pride, or self-reliance. He would do what he wanted when he wanted even if it violated God’s law, he was king!

But as soon as he had finished making the offering Samuel arrives.

And seeing what Saul had done he says in 1 Samuel 13:13-14:
“You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command.” 

Saul’s sin and pride cost him dearly. Though he would continue to reign as king until he dies his kingdom will end with him. His heir would not inherit the throne.

God rejects Saul and He sends Samuel to Bethlehem to the house of Jesse, in 1 Samuel chapter 16. While Saul is still king Samuel anoints a new king for Israel. 

But this time instead of anointing someone who looks the part God will raise up a man after his own heart to lead His people.

God sends Samuel to find someone who would be the last person anyone would think of to be king. 

He is a young obscure shepherd boy, the youngest in his family. He is out in the fields tending he father’s sheep 
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His name is David!

Now why is he so different? What makes David special?

Well in Psalm 78:70-72 we are told that God:
“…chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; 71 from tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. 72 And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. 

Now here in this passage we find:
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I. Three Qualities of a Heart After God

These are the qualities that God looks for in your heart, the heart of the people He calls and wants to use for His glory.

The first quality is that God brought David to be the shepherd of His people.

1. To “shepherd” means to: Lead…Feed and…Weed!

A shepherd leads the sheep where they need to go for their own safety and their wellbeing. 

To feed God’s people means to provide for not only physically but also emotionally and spiritually.

To weed is to protect them from the dangers that are out there or might have slipped into the flock.

To have the quality of shepherd is to have God’s heart for those around you, especially for the hurting and weak, a heart that puts their needs and welfare above your own. 

Not only did David have the heart of a shepherd, he also a man with:

2. “Integrity of heart” means: completeness or purity!

Dave had a pure heart. Did he make mistakes...yes. Did he stumble and fall…yes. But his heart was pure before the Lord.

David worship God and didn’t care what it cost him or what people thought. We see that when he danced before the Arc of the Covenant.

His wife was embarrassed but David didn’t care. He had one audience—God.
David does not seek his own glory but to bring glory to God. He sought to make God’s name great not his own.

And third quality of the heart we find here is that David served with:

3. “Skillful hands” means: with intelligence and wisdom!

David knew what to do and he did it. For David “that’s good enough” wasn’t good enough. 

Whatever he did in serving the Lord or shepherding his people he did to the best of his ability. He gave it his all.

David served the Lord with his best not his leftovers.

So let me ask you. Do you have a heart after God’s own heart? Are these qualities true of your heart?

To be a shepherd is to care for others above self. To have integrity of heart is to put God above everything and to seek His glory. 

And to have skillful hands is to do the best that you can in everything you do and do it as unto the Lord.

Now I’ve got to say that most of the people in the chapter of the Story we read this week missed it. 
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II. When They Looked on the Outside

They missed these qualities in David’s heart.

First of all:
1. The Prophet Samuel got it wrong!
In 1 Samuel 16 God directs Samuel to go to Bethlehem to the house of Jesse. Samuel tells Jesse that one of his sons is to be the new king of Israel and he is there to anoint him. 

And Jesse says; cool! I’ve got seven sons. Let’s bring them out and see which one it is going to be.

So Jesse brings out is his oldest son Eliab. Now Eliab was tall, handsome, a natural born leader if you ever saw own. 

And when Samuel saw him he thought this has got to be the one. Then Samuel checked with God and asked, he’s the one right. 

But God said nope! God said to Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7:

“But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

Its human nature for us isn’t it. We make value judgments about people based on just what we see on the outside. 

But look here. Not only did Samuel get wrong, David’s own dad missed the quality of David’s heart.

You see after God rejected Eliab, Samuel asked Jesse if he had anymore sons. And Jesse said sure, six more.

So Jesse brings them out one at a time until the first six sons were all rejected. 

Finally Samuel asks do you have any more sons and Jesse says “Well, there is one more but he’s not king material.”

2. David’s own father couldn’t imagine it.

1 Samuel 16:11 Samuel “…asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" And Jesse says "There is still the youngest,…but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

The Hebrew word that is translated here as youngest can be used to mean small, diminutive, the youngest, or the least. 

Most of the time, the word is used to describe how in a litter of animals and you have one which is tiny, not vary healthy. We would use the word runt.

So in essence Jesse is saying to Samuel, Yeah, I’ve got one more son but he’s the runt of the litter. I doubt that you would want him.

David’s own dad saw him as the runt of the litter and couldn’t imagine that he was ever going to amount for much, let alone ever be king!

Maybe you have had someone say something like that to you. Maybe it was a mom or a dad, someone you looked up to and they said that you would never amount to anything; never had any confidence in you, told you that you weren’t the sharpest knife in the drawer, you’re not college material. Whatever it might have been said to you, it hurt.

Maybe you are still trying to win their approval. You are still seeking their acceptance. 

But right now God is looking at your heart. He doesn’t care what kind of car you drive, what kind of job you have, or don’t have. 

What God is concerned with is what’s going on in your heart. And what he wants to know is this; from this day forward will you live with a heart for Him.
Will you be person of integrity, with a pure heart, who is committed to following God wholeheartedly? That’s what matters to God.

This is also a lesson for us who are in a place of authority or influence over others. As parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers we have a role to play in helping to shape those whom God has put in our lives. 

We need to lift those people up and encourage them. We need to help them see themselves, not as the world defines people, but as God sees them. 

We need to help them to discover God’s purpose for their lives.

We see here that Samuel didn’t see it in David. His own father couldn’t imagine his potential.
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And:
3. David’s brothers underestimated him!

In 1 Samuel chapter 17 we find Israel at war yet again with the Philistines. It seems like they were always at war with each other.

They were in the valley of Elah. The Israelites were on one side of the valley and the Philistines were on the other side. 

And they were facing each other in a standoff, taunting and sizing each other up for forty days.

Finally the commander of the Philistines sends out his champion—Goliath. And he issued a challenge to the Israelites. Send out one man who will fight. He and Goliath will fight, man on man. 
Winner takes all. If the Israelite wins then the Philistines will serve them, but if Goliath wins then the Israelites will have to serve the Philistines.

But there is one small problem…well actual one giant problem. The Bible describes Goliath as a mountain of a man. He is over nine feet tall.

He’s strong like a bull. It is estimate that his armor weighed over 125 pounds. His spear is describes as being like a weaver’s rod. It was like a fence post that was over 15 feet long and the spear tip weighed 15 pounds.
	
He was hug, a literal giant. And he would come out every day and mock the Israelites saying come on out and fight me.

One day David was sent by his father to bring food out to his three older brothers who went out with Saul to war.

And he happened to get there at the time of day when Goliath came out to harass the Israeli army. So David made his way up to the front line to see what was going on and he’s standing there next to his brother.

When David hears Goliath taunting the Israelites and mocking the God of Israel he cries out in 1 Samuel 17:26 

“…Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”

Then is verse 28 we are told that when David’s oldest brother Eliab heard what David said and Eliab’s anger burned against David.

Why? Basically because Eliab didn’t get to be king. 

And he looks at David and thinks, now you’re going to come out here and act like you are going to take on Goliath. Get over yourself.
David had already proven himself. One day when he was taking care of the sheep a lion came down from the hills and tried to attack the sheep. But David caught the lion and killed it.

And anther time a bear came down from the hills and again David caught it and killed it.

David had already proven himself but he got no credit for that. David’s brother tried to demean him, to put him down.

But you know we can’t let other people set our opinion of ourselves. Don’t let someone else determine who you are or God’s plan for your life.

Well Saul didn’t see, his dad couldn’t imagine it, and David’s brother underestimated him. 

And:
4. Goliath laughed at David!

When Saul heard what David had said he sent for David. David told Saul how he had killed the lion and the bear.

Then David told Saul that the Lord who had delivered him from the lion and the bear would deliver him from the hand of this Philistine.

So Saul dresses David in his own armor. Can you imagine it? Here is Saul, he stand a good head taller than another man in the Israeli army. 
And then you have David, the runt of the litter.

He must have looked like a 5 year old try to wear his dad suit and shoes.

So David takes the armor off picks up five smooth stones and heads of to face Goliath—mono e mono.

Then in 1 Samuel 17:42-44 read that Goliath “…looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 

You can almost hear Goliath as he laughs at David and the army of Israel. Is this the best you can do? Send a child at me!?

But David doesn’t flinch. He doesn’t hesitate. We read in 1 Samuel 17:45-48: 

“David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 

47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.” 

David took one of those five stones and loaded his sling. And he runs toward Goliath. Full out! And when he gets close enough he lets that stone fly and it hits Goliath in the forehead. 

The stone hits with enough force to crack Goliath’s skull and it loges in his brain. Goliath instantly drops—dead. Then David runs up and grabs Goliath’s own sward and cuts his head off.

Samuel, David’s dad and brothers, and even Goliath couldn’t see past the outside.

And:
5. Saul tried to destroy David!

In 1 Samuel 18, after David’s victory over Goliath Saul brings David into the palace and makes him a commander in his army. David and Saul’s oldest son Jonathan build and strong and loyal friendship.

One day when the men were returning from war the women from the towns came out to meet them and they began to sing and dance as they celebrated their victory.

But then in 1 Samuel 18:7 we read that: “As they danced, they sang: "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” 

Let me tell this doesn’t sit well with Saul, a king whose heart is not after God’s heart, a king who seeks his own glory and not the glory of God, a king who is more concerned about his own fame than the name of God.

As we read in 1 Samuel 18:8-9
“Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. "They have credited David with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?" 9 And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 

And from that time on Saul tried to assonate David. He would try physically, multiple times, emotionally and he even tried to assonate David’s character.

Once when Saul’s army was chasing after David to kill him David gets an opportunity to kill Saul and put an end to all this.

David’s friends who are hiding with him urge him. Do it David. Kill Him and you can be king right now!

But David knew that no matter what Saul had done, he was still king. The Lord had put Saul there and David was not going to take matters into his own hands.

David knew that he was going to be king one day. He had already been anointed king by Samuel. So David was going to trust in God’s timing.

What he didn’t know was that it would take 15 years from the time he was anointed king until he was actual crowned king.

How many people have tried to rush God’s timing and tried to take matters into their own hands. 

“Oh, we love each other and we are going to get married. So why wait? God has given us so much love for each other. He will understand.”

Friends, God’s best for you always comes in God’s timing.

So how did David overcome the perceptions and low expectation to become the greatest king of Israel, to be the king of Israel that to this day is known around the world and to keep his heart after the Lord?
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There were:
III. Three things David held onto

These three things kept David’s heart pure and focus on the Lord.

First of all:

1. David believed in Himself
This is not arrogance or some kind of pop self-help phycology. 

David believed in himself because he trusted in God. He knew that God called him to be king when Samuel anointed. He recognized that God had made him for a purpose. 

David believed that God had made him and that God had a marvelous plan for his life. (Ps 139)

Listen folks. No matter what anyone says about you. You need to remember that God made you and your life matters. 

God has a plan and a purpose for your life if you will seek after Him with our whole heart. 

David believed in himself and in addition to that:
2. David had a Jonathan!

Jonathan was a courageous and valiant man. And he was next in line to be king.

But when Jonathan found out that David had been anointed by God to be the next king instead of himself, instead of rebelling, instead of fighting, instead of hating David, Jonathan embraced the Lord’s anointed and became David’s best friend.

Wow, you talk about a Godly friend, a man of character.

In fact in 1 Samuel 18:3-4 we read that “…Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.” 

So what’s that all about? I’m glad you asked. You see the king would wear the robe of the king and the crown prince would wear the robe of the crown prince.

So when Jonathan realized that David had been anointed to be the new king he took off the robe of the crown prince and the armor of the crown prince and he presented them to his good friend David and said “I will be your servant”.

Jonathan was willing to trust and follow God’s plan even when it meant that someone else got to be king. 

Jonathan loved God and could see God’s plan in David’s life and he was willing to help David fulfill God’s purposes in his life.

Folks, you need a Jonathan in your life too. You need somebody in your life who stands beside you, who’s there to encourage you. 

When it seems like the whole world has turned against you, you need someone in your life you can count on. They are there to hold you up and help you see God at work in your life.

And not only do you have to have a Jonathan in your life but you need to be a Jonathan to someone else. 

You need a Jonathan! • You need to be a Jonathan!

Someone for whom you can be strong for, someone you are willing to stand with in the midst of the storms of life, someone you are willing to lift up and help them succeed.

So David believed in himself and he had Jonathan.
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And most importantly:
3. David had a relationship with God!

David wrote many of the Psalms we have in the Bible. And as you read the Psalms you see that David had a deep and abiding relationship with God.

They record David’s personal intimate relationship that he had with God on a daily bases. In some ways they read almost like a personal journal as David reflects on his relationship with God.

Sometimes he is just amazed at all God has done. And then other times David cries out, Oh God I don’t understand, what are you doing.

David writes this in Psalm 59:16-17:

“But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble. 17 O my Strength, I sing praise to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.” 

When you have these three things:
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A belief in yourself, that God made you and that God has a plan for your life.

A Jonathan, someone to stand beside you and encourage you
A deep abiding relationship with God
• You can choose to believe the voices of the critic and the doubters and fall to their level! OR

• You can choose to believe the voice of God and the Godly around you
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